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mathematics and the other in French. The School
is still in the main a place where they can reside
while they pursue their studies elsewhere, while the
French students are taught at the school, but live
outside.
Of this institution the Government proposed to
make use, by adding to it a department for giving to
Frenchmen the training required to fit them for the
civil service of the colonies. As originally organ-
ized,1 candidates holding a " baccalaurdat" were, after
an inquiry into their merits, admitted to this depart-
ment by the Minister, at his discretion; and the
course was three years, except for bachelors of law,2
for whQm it was two years. But, owing to criticisms
that arose, a commission which was appointed in 1896
reported; that while the School ought to be main-
tained as the basis of recruiting colonial officials,
it ought not to be given a monopoly; that the course
ought to be reduced to two years; and that admission
ought to be by competitive examination.3 These rec-
ommendations were put into effect by a decree of
April 2, 1896. Since that time, however, a number
of other changes in detail have been made, relating
to the government of the School, the requisites for
admission, and the courses for the various colonial
careers. The French maintain that one advantage
1 Decret relatif au 'fonctionnement de Pecole coloniale, November
23, 1889.    Arts. 10, 12.
2 Licencies en droit.
8 Report of the Minister preceding the Decree of April 2, 1896.
N